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African PhD students 

Joseph Koni Muluwa (°1964) 
Vice-rector ISP Kikwit (DRC) 

Jean-Pierre Donzo (°1963) 
Professor ISP Gombe (DRC) 

Igor Matonda (°1984) 
Head Department UNIKIN (DRC) 

Michel Onokoko (°1962) 
UDPS (DRC) 

Mandela Kaumba (°1988) 
UNILU (DRC) 

Minah Nabirye (°1972) 
post-doc UGent 

Associate Makerere University 
(Uganda)  

Deo Kawalya (°1980) 
Professor Makerere University 

(Uganda) 

Ferdinand Mberamihigo (°1971) 
Professor University Burundi 

Ernest Nshemezimana (°1976) 
Professor University Burundi 

Manoah-Joël Misago (°1975-†2022) 
Professor University Burundi 



BantUGent Documentation  



Bantu language text corpora 



Bantu language dictionaries 

Sesotho sa Leboa Isizulu Isixhosa 

https://africanlanguages.com/swahili/ Gilles-Maurice de Schryver (°1971) 



Linguistic fieldwork in  
collaboration with source  
communities 

Guy Kourata (°1969) during Kongo orthography workshop, Kinshasa, 2021  

Sara Pacchiarotti (°1982) during classes at ISP Kikwit, 2022 

Jean-Pierre Donzo (°1963) & Marie-Faustine Beloko (°1967) 
working with Loonga speakers in Lodja (DRC) 



African knowledge systems 
in past and present  

Sifra Van Acker (°1994) during ethnobotanical fieldwork in Idiofa, 2021 



Bantu Historical 
Linguistics 

Hilde Gunnink (°1989) 



Reconstructing ancient African history 

ERC-funded KongoKing project: www.kongoking.net   
Remains of the oldest church in the DRC, Ngongo Mbata, first half 17th century CE 

Mbanza Nsundi royal cemetry, DRC, 18th  century CE  



Reconstructing ancient African history 

ERC-funded BantuFirst project: www.bantufirst.ugent.be Igor Matonda (°1984) Peter Coutros (°1986) 

Jeune Afrique, April 2021 
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ASANTE SANA 
MERSI MINGI  

MATONDO MINGI 
MURAKOZE CYANE 

WEBALE NNYO 
KE LEBOHA HAHOLO 

KE LEBOGA KUDU 
NGIBONGA KAKHULU 

NDZA KHENSA SWINENE 
ZIKOMO KWAMBIRI 

THANKS A LOT 
MERCI BEAUCOUP 
MUITO OBRIGADO 


